Excimer laser coronary angioplasty.
Excimer laser angioplasty has evolved from a difficult experimental procedure to a more refined intervention with flexible catheters, well-defined indications, and consistent results for certain lesion types such as aortoostial stenosis, total occlusions, and certain saphenous vein graft lesions. This article reviews the current clinical results with excimer laser angioplasty, discusses the procedural technique and indications, and emphasizes the need for rigorous comparison of excimer laser angioplasty with alternative approaches for patients with coronary artery disease.